
ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH "REOPENING": 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 
Welcome back!  There are a number of temporary changes, including: 
 
before & after Mass 
 
• Even though it's been months since we were together last, 
 still: we advise against large gatherings in the parking lot. 
 Avoid shaking hands with others though it is hard not to. 
 
• While observing physical distancing, enter into the line in  
 advance of the church doors opening, 15 min. before Mass  
 (the ushers, cleaners, and reader will be given access). 
 
• The usher will direct your attention to the questions on the 
 easel; when admitted, sanitize your hands at the table, put 
 on your mask (if you haven't already done so), keep going 
 forward in single file, and follow the usher who will guide  
 you to your seat -- we don't have "regular seats" right now. 
 
• Those in the same household can be seated together, but a 
 6 ft. distance must be maintained from others in that same 
 pew.  Those with a personal mobility device or having mo- 
 bility issues may enter via the side door, to the south wing.  
 
• If you have a Sunday offering envelope, that can be placed  
 in the box in the front foyer as you arrive. 
 
• Please refrain for the foreseeable future from lighting vigil 
 candles anywhere in the church. 
 
• Holy Communion will occur just before exiting the church. 
 
• After Mass, please exit quietly as directed (you cannot stay 
 behind for private prayer at this time), trying not to congre- 
 gate at the doors of the church or in the parking lot. 
 
• The same (or similar) procedure will occur for all weekday 
 Masses as well.  Also, there will be no Reconciliation prior 
 to the 9:00 daily Mass (as this will have to take place in the  
 St. Jerome Chapel), but upon request afterwards (with phy- 
 sical distancing observed).  Lastly, Saturday Reconciliation  
 times will be announced in the near future.  



during Mass 
 
• There will be no opening procession up the main aisle; the 
 priest and deacon will enter in from behind the altar itself. 
 
• Two seats will be set aside for the one reader (and spouse) 
 in the north wing.  He/she reads from the lectionary (and 
 binder) while the deacon or priest reads from the Book of 
 the Gospels. 
 
• As the hymn books are not available, there will no formal 
 congregational singing at this time. 
 
• We are not able to have Children's Liturgy of the Word at 
 present, nor will the "crying room" be available. 
 
• There are no scheduled ministers of Communion, or altar 
 servers, at this time. 
 
• There will be no collection or presentation of the gifts (of 
 course, no gift bearers). 
 
• The sign of peace will be restricted to a nod or a bow; say 
 "peace be with you" quietly.   
 
• Holy Communion by hand is strongly recommended; an 
 instruction about how to go about receiving Communion  
 will be given later on during Mass.   
 
Since Covid-19 is still a public health threat, Catholics are dispensed 
from their obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  So as to allow others a 
chance to worship, perhaps consider coming every other week. 
 
Once we have sorted out certain issues regarding copyrights, we are 
continuing to livestream Sunday and daily Mass, when possible. 
 
Remember that our church can only be open to a maximum capacity 
of 30% (likely that means 60 to 70 in the pews). 
 
We're taking precautions to protect the health and safety of everyone 
who comes to church; however, complete protection from infection is 
not something we can guarantee.  If you happen to develop Covid-19 
symptoms following Mass attendance, call or e-mail the parish office 
as well as your doctor or public health professionals. 

 


