
 
 

May 29, 2020. 
 

Dear and beloved Parishioners of St. Thomas More: 
 

Usually, the Easter season is a time of great mobility for many people, 
travelling as they do to other places and parishes for first Communion 
and Confirmation Masses, Rosary processions, weddings, Ordinations, 
graduations, and other springtime events.  Not this year!  Most have 
spent this time at home, only going out if really necessary, and practis-
ing physical distancing.  Yet I did see these encouraging words in one 
source this week: "the economy is showing signs of a fragile rebound;" 
"the worst of the damage inflicted by the pandemic is over -- provided 
that the outbreak is contained in the months ahead;" "new job postings 
are popping up;" "more retailers are opening their doors;" "we can see 
economic activity reviving;" "consumer sentiment has perked up;" 
"business confidence has markedly improved;" "more and more com-
panies are allowed to resume operations;" "pessimism is fading."  [G & M] 
 

On that bright note, we conclude Eastertime with an appeal for God's 
Spirit to fill us.  The Spirit unifies us in the Body of Christ, gives us Je-
sus' love of God and of neighbour, frees us and makes us God's own.  
The Spirit makes us one in Christ, empowering us to do Christ's work: 
forgiving, reconciling, and bringing God's loving care to others.  The 
Spirit is at work not only in us but in those who witness God's mighty 
deeds in our lives.  The Spirit makes it possible for all to believe that 
God is at work in the world, saving and giving self in love.   
 

Yes, the Holy Spirit, the power of God, comes rushing into our world, 
breathing into our hearts God's own life and love -- and nothing will 
ever be the same again.  I like the Pentecost Sequence, with its rich in-
vocation of the Holy Spirit; here is a sample of its poetry: 
 

"Of consolers, wisest, best, And our souls' most welcome guest. 
Pleasant coolness in the heat, Consolation in our woes.   

Left without your presence here, Life itself would disappear,  
Nothing thrives apart from you! 

Wounded lives to health restore.  Guide the wayward home once more!" 
 

I sent a letter (dated May 26) to all our envelope users; if you happen 
not to receive it, let us know.  To all the Spirit-filled parishioners of St. 
Thomas More, I say: I hold each and every one of you in my heart! 
 

(Fr.) Peter T. Rowe 


