
 
UPDATE FROM THE CHANCERY OFFICE – Friday, August 13, 2021 
 
COVID-19 VACCINATIONS 
On 21 December 2020, in a note regarding COVID-19 vaccines the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, while recognizing that vaccination is not ordinarily a matter of moral 
obligation, reminded Catholics that “the morality of vaccination depends not only on the 
duty to protect one’s own health, but also on the duty to pursue the common good.” All 
Catholics (clergy and laity) are encouraged to consider being fully vaccinated, not only for 
their own sake but for the sake of others. 
 
All Catholics should take precautions to ensure that they do not put others at risk from 
COVID-19. Those feeling ill or showing signs of COVID-19 infections should follow the 
latest advice from their physician or local health authority on how to proceed. 
 
ALL PROTOCOLS REMAIN IN EFFECT, INCLUDING: 
▪Communion procedures are unchanged. The person distributing communion and the 
communicant must be fully masked. 
▪Physical distancing of two metres (six feet) remains the requirement for attendance in 
church and parish facilities, including seating; however, groups of people from the same 
household may be seated together. 
▪Mask wearing remains required. 
▪Contact tracing remains required. It is mandatory that each parish maintain a list of all 
attending parishioners including their contact information. Such lists shall be placed with 
parish financial records and maintained for a period of not less than six years. 
▪Bishop Bergie’s dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and on Holy 
Days of Obligation, granted on March 16, 2020, is ongoing.  
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDENDUM:  IMPORTANT TO NOTE AT ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH: 
 
▪At this time, Communion will continue to be given in the hand ONLY. 
▪Seating will continue to be guided by a volunteer usher. 
▪Our volunteers do their very best to try to accommodate as many people as possible at 
all our Masses and Baptisms.  Please understand, “capacity” depends on the availability 
of seating and not on a specific number. 

 


