
 
 
 

March 27, 2020. 
 
 
 
Dear and beloved Parishioners of St. Thomas More: 
 
We are in that time of our lives when "would have" holds true -- for in- 
stance, this Fifth Sunday of Lent is "Solidarity" Sunday, and we would  
have had the Spaghetti Dinner that day.  Also, the "solidarity symbols"  
(a burnt stick, a bowl of earth or sand and a mineral rock, a large feath- 
er, a tree or plant in a pot) would have been brought before us at Mass.   
Well, these "would haves" notwithstanding, I urge you to do what you  
can to "Share Lent" through the annual collection for Development and  
Peace, which is allotted to community development and humanitarian  
projects.  The D&P organizers' urgent appeal is located on our website.   
 
This Sunday's "Lazarus miracle" has us looking ahead to Easter.  God 
raised up Jesus, his beloved Son, from the grave to the new life of 
Eas-ter.  And with him, we rise from our "tombs" of hopelessness and 
des-pair to the hope of his resurrection. 
 
I came across this prayer composed by someone who said he wasn't in- 
clined to prayer ("I close my eyes, fold my hands and do the best I can"):   
Look down on us in our hour of need.  Give strength to the healthy and relief  
to the sick.  Help us to comfort the frightened and the vulnerable, to stay calm  
in the midst of fear and anger, and to do our part to fight this plague.  Be with  
us, come what may, until this, too, passes into history. 
 
Alongside of you at home, I am fervently praying for the whole world  
and for Canada to speedily overcome the threat the coronavirus poses;  
that when this "quarantine" eases, our Sunday worship will resume.  I 
remind you that if someone falls ill, please call me: I can pray for him/ 
her -- if it is serious, I can come to anoint and bring Holy Communion.   
Again I say it: know that you are close to me as I make my own prayer to  
God.  I carry each and every one of you in my heart. 
 

(Fr.) Peter T. Rowe 
 


